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Being a bear 
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dead rats was mounting up, but inside Bully handsome assemblage?” chuckled Bully as he 
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Customer enquiries: 01424 755755 
Trade enquiries: 0171 581 1371 
Editorial and distribution offices 
Eaglemoss Publications Lid 

7 Cromwell Road, London SW7 2HR 
Editor: Sarah Pendlebury 

© Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 1996 
The Animals of Farthing Wood is 

© 1992 EBU. 

Licensed by BBC Enterprises Ltd. 
Based on the novels by Colin Dann. 


FASCINATING FACTS 
Chronicle 48 

PUZZLE IT OUT 

Playing with piglet 
COLOUR IT IN 

Free again! 


IN ISSUE 119 
TALES OF FARTHING WOOD 
Hollow’s friends have a 
plan to get Owl out of her 
concrete overcoat. GALLERY 
One reader has sent in a 
ALL ABOUT...Flamingos poem about her collection 
These bright pink birds can _ of Farthing Wood magazines! 
stand on one leg for long 
periods while resting. SECRET WORLD OF... 
The Camargue 
CHRONICLE 49 Find out about the wild 
Mole interviews a blood- bulls and white horses that 
sucking finch and asks what _ live in this wetland habitat. 
is so good about blood. 

PUZZLE IT OUT 
DISCOVERING NATURE Join in the fun and have 
Bring some outdoor smells —_a splashing time down at 
into your own home. the pond. 


CREDITS 

Photographs: Bruce Coleman Ltd (Erwin & Peggy Bauer) AA1 (), 

(Jane Burton) FF2(), (Gerald Cubitt) FF2(r), Johnny Johnson) AA2(bn), AAS(t), 
FF1(I), (John Shaw) AA2(t), (Konrad Wothe) AA4(1), AA4(cl); Frank Lane Picture 
Agency (L Lee Rue) AA3(b); Patrick Llewelyn-Davies/Telemagination TOFW1-3; 
Oxford Scientific Films; (G C Kelley) AA2(cl) Planet Earth Pictures (Jonathan 
Scott) FF1(r). 

Illustrations: Andy Cooke PIO2(I), PIO3-4; Atholl McDonald HTD1-2; Jim 
Needle FF1; Clive Spong Free poster, FC, AA1, Cll; Paul Stavely/Wildlife Art 
Agency SW1-3; Stuart Trotter DN1-3, PIO1-2, PlO3{(br). 


Key: AA = All About; Cll = Colour it in; DN = Discovering Nature; 
FF = Fascinating Facts; HTD = How to Draw; PIO = Puzzle it out; 
SW = Secret World; TOFW = Tales of Farthing Wood. 

Colour origination by Colourscan Overseas Pte Ltd 

Printed by Southernprint 


up a group of his biggest rats for inspection. 


But then Brat realized the line-up wasn’t 
complete. “Wait a tick,” he said to Bully, 
“there’s one missing. That big town rat — he 
just arrived yesterday. Anyone seen him?” 
Just then the enormous town rat appeared. 


Unknown to the rats, the Warden and Rollo 
had found their headquarters. Rollo barked 
wildly, while the Warden stuck the barrel of 
his large gun into the entrance and let off 

a very loud shot. 


“Corrr! He’s as big as a... dog,” gasped Bully, 
his jaw dropping open. “Hello my lad. You 


scared of snakes?” “Wot? Me?” boomed the 
town rat as he stepped forward. “Narrr!” 
The team was complete. 


The gun blast rocketed through the rats’ 
underground chamber, sending rocks flying. 
When the smoke cleared, one by one the rats 
popped up again. “What happened?” said 
Bully, a little dazed. 


“Ah ith a shotgun,” cried Brat. Bull Plucky and Dash s hat h 
ee ws, ae air "wnet- happened and The rats came closer and saw Sinuous coiled But after Bully had taken a good look, he 


wasn’t too concerned. “Humans are alright,” rushed back to tell the others. “The Warden 
& ; ae » j ! in the grass. “Which is it?” asked Brat hissed, “This here snake, it’s one of the old 
he chuckled, “he was probably just playing. had a gun. He shot. Bang!” explained Dash, j hea gr ee : : : 4 ; 
But then another shot went off. Brat just excitedly. Fox was pleased but knew that the eesti the sabe mining can ee sepa aa to Lhe Tapa u ti heart, 
managed to pull Bully away in time. battle was not yet over. replied Bully OUEr SNAKES) YOU ANY a ee PEO a ae aa ees 
, é ood as won our little war. 


“Well, this is excellent news, of course,” said Inspired by the attack, Adder tried to convince / 


Fox. “It’s just there’s so many rats. He can’t Sinuous that they should kill some more rats. So Bully ordered the job to be done. The town Hurkel and Shadow heard the awful squealing 
shoot them all.” “But he’ll do something else,” But Sinuous was tired. “I’ve done nothing but I rat grasped Sinuous’ neck with his big, fat and came running. But when they got there, 
cried Plucky. “Bang! Bang! You’re dead!” bite rats in the neck for days. I want to curl up E fingers. Sinuous woke with a start and began _ all they found was Bully lying on the floor, 
added Mossy, trying to help. and zzz...,” he complained. to struggle. But the town rat was too strong _—_ pretending to be dead. The badgers couldn’t 

. "i and soon Sinuous’ body stopped moving. understand what had happened. 


“You're a lazy worm,” teased Adder, as she Sinuous had not been asleep long when Bully . 
slithered away. “I've already killed plenty and his gang appeared. “I saw one,” the town Then Toad stepped out of the bushes. He was When Adder saw all the animals together, she 


more rats than you.” “Be careful Adder.” rat exclaimed, “a serpent. It’s fast asleep, all distraught. “It’s Sinuous!” he cried, his head _ realized something was wrong. “Pm so sorry,” 
warned Sinuous as he lay down in the grass. knotted up.” “Good boy,” said Bully. in his hands. “They’ve... Sinuous!” Unaware, _ said Hurkel, “but we didn’t get here in time.” 
. Adder was coming back to find her mate. Adder sank to the ground and wept. 


Next week: A heavy fall. 


All About... 


SI A YEAR IN THE LIFE 
4 + During the spring and summer, we Brown 
. q 4 bears travel long distances each day 
; searching for food. We use the extra-long, 
curved claws on our front feet to dig up 


66Grr! I'm Brown bear — the second plants or even animals in their burrows. 
as : . We enjoy lots of different types of food, 
largest meat eating animal on land. Only | including grasses, herbs, roots, berries and 
my close relation, Polar bear, is bigger. small mammals such as ground squirrels. 
. cur In the autumn, we fatten ourselves up 
Most people are afraid of me and it's true, for the winter ahead. When the weather 
| can be dangerous to you humans, if I'm gets cold we hibernate, spending several 

. tes wgh months asleep in a den. This can be a 
disturbed or I'm in a bad mood, so it's peewee ae. 2 a hollow we have dug 
best to keep out of my way. Most of the out ourselves under the roots of a tree. 

. During this time, we live almost entirely 
time though, lam peaceful. We Brown on the extra layer of fat we have gained in 
bears used to be found over much of North the autumn, though if the weather is fine we 

. . may wake for a few days and eat a little. In 

America, Europe and Asia, but nowadays the spring we leave the den lean and hungry 

our range is more limited. Many of the and begin to feed again. 


wild places we used to live in have been 
covered by towns and roads or the land 
has been used for farming. So now 
we're only really common in Alaska, 
Canada and Russia, although a few of us 
still live in the wilder parts of Europe.99 


In late summer, we Brown bears head for 
the rivers to do some salmon fishing. When 
the salmon jump out of the water on their 
way upstream, we try and catch them in our 
teeth. Sometimes we also chase the fish 
through the shallows and pin them down 
with the claws on our front feet. We often 
catch and eat several salmon one after 
another. Then we go away and sleep off our 
huge meal before coming back for more. 

It is quite common for several bears to fish 
at the same time, but they always stay well 
apart, and it’s the largest and most senior 
bears which have the best fishing places. 
After several weeks, the salmon-breeding 
season is over and we head off to look 

for different food. 


We Brown bears vary a lot in size, 
depending on which part of the 
world we come from. This Grizzly 
bear, named after the grey streaks 
in its fur, lives in North America and 
is one of the largest members of my 
family. Some individuals on the 
coast of British Columbia in Canada 
and in Alaska in the United States 
can weigh up to 390kg. Only Kodiak 
bears, which live on the island of 
Kodiak off the coast of Alaska, are 
heavier and taller. They can reach 
3.6m when they stand up — that’s 
about twice the height of a man! 
Many people believe that when we 
bears stand on our hind legs it’s 
because we are angry, but this is 
not true. It is so that we can get a 
good look at our surroundings. 
When we’re angry, we smack our 
jaws together, making a clicking 
sound before we charge — that’s 
when it's time to get out of our way! 


My sense of smell is very good, so | use my 
nose a great deal in daily life. It helps me to 
find food, locate a mate and warns me if 
predators are nearby. My small, round ears 
allow me to hear well too, but my eyes are 
less useful. Heavy jaws and sharp teeth mean 
| can tear at meat or defend myself easily, 
while my thick, shaggy fur keeps me warm in 
the cold mountains where | usually live. 


All About... 


Raising a family 
66Adult Brown bears live alone 
except during the mating season 
from May to July. When a male 
has found a suitable mate 
(a female without cubs) he 
follows her very closely for 
several days, trying to keep 
her away from the other 
males. After mating, the 
bears go their separate 
ways again. 


Young bears stay with their mother 
for two years, sometimes longer. She 
teaches them where to find food, how 
to fish, in fact, everything they need to 
know to help them survive. The cubs 
spend their first winter with their mother 
in the den and also stay the following 
summer. By their third summer, the cubs 
will have left and their mother will be 
ready to mate again. 


Although a female bear mates in the summer, her 
babies don’t develop in her womb until she has 
moved into her winter den in October or November. 
Three months later, she gives birth to usually two or 
three, but sometimes one or four, tiny cubs while she 
is still sleeping. Blind and helpless at birth, the cubs 


weigh less than 500g and are no bigger than squirrels. 


The newborn cubs are so small because the mother 


bear, unlike many other animals, does not take in 
extra food while she is pregnant. As she is asleep in 
her den, both the mother and her developing babies 
rely on the extra layer of fat she put on in the autumn 
for nourishment. When born, the cubs suckle their 
mother’s rich milk and grow rapidly. They leave the 
den in spring, having already developed into furry 
miniature bears. 


a 


Young Brown bears are playful animals. Cub litters 
usually stick together and play rough games. They 
chase, bite and wrestle with each other, learning skills 
that will help them in later life. The young bears often 
stay together for several months after they leave their 
mother. Eventually though, a young male will wander 
off in search of a suitable place to live. He may travel 
far. A young female usually finds a home quite close 
to where she was born. 


DANCING BEARS 

Brown bears are protected nowadays, though in many of 

the countries where they live, they are still not safe. In some 
European countries, such as Spain and France, the remaining 
bears are in danger of dying out as they lose more and more 
of their natural habitat to towns and farms. In some countries, 


such as Greece and Turkey, bears face a different threat. An old 


custom is to use bears for entertainment. Dancing bears are 
captured as cubs from the wild and then trained, with much 


cruelty, to perform stunts and dance in the streets. These bears 


spend their whole lives in miserable conditions. Fortunately, 
people are trying to stop this cruel custom. Owning bears is 


now illegal in most countries where dancing bears are still used, 
and the animals are being taken to large enclosures where they 


can live more naturally. 


Us brown bears usually 
like to keep our feet 
firmly on the ground, 
unlike our smaller 
American cousins, the 
Black bears. When fully 
grown we are too big 
and heavy to climb well, 
but the cubs among us 
are lighter, so they can 
climb trees more easily. 
This young European 
Brown bear is using a 
branch as a seat while 
it feasts on leaves. 
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Although he doesn’t often think before 
he speaks and usually ends up saying 
the wrong thing, Hollow has a very 
warm heart. He pretends that he is 
happier on his own but Owl knows 
that isn’t really true. And she doesn’t 
want to be without him! 
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66 Many of my rodent relatives enjoy life.” 
beneath the trees in the Russian taiga: << 
It is the world’s biggest forest; covering about” am j 
11% of the Earth’s land surface. It’s twice the size 
of the Amazon rainforest. The taiga stretches 
across the former Soviet Union, from the Baltic sea in the west 
to the Pacific ocean in the east. Personally, | think'I’d find the 
. weather there a bit too extreme, particularly in the eastern forest 
-. called the Siberian taiga — the winters are cold.and-harsh with 
heavy snowfalls, while the summers are very hot. But it doesn’t 
seem to bother the creatures who have made this place'their 
home. They’ve found lots of ways to cope with these temperature | 
changes and in the winter many hibernate to avoid the cold.9%* 


Vole’s Challenge: how many red cranberries 
can you see on or around the bushes? = _ 
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Wolves are not as dangerous as many people imagine, 
and this shy Grey wolf would probably not attack a 
human being. It is much more likely to use its sharp hearing 


it with a bite to the neck. 


The Siberian jay has 
found a way to make sure it 
doesn’t go hungry during 
harsh, cold winters. In 
summer and autumn it 
stores seeds and 
insects among 
conifer needles 
on the underside 
of tree branches, 
using its sticky saliva to glue the 
food in place. It makes sure its 
supplies are stored high up well 
away from the winter snow. 


This Arctic hare has its 
greyish-brown summer 
coat, but in the winter it 
turns a beautiful snow- 
white colour. This helps 
to camouflage 

it against the 
winter landscape 
of the taiga. It 
has a thick fur 
coat and 
burrows under 
the snow to 

keep warm. 


and sense of smell to track down large animals such as deer. 
Wolves usually hunt in packs, chasing their prey before killing 


You might have eaten cranberry a, 
sauce or even have drunk cranberry \ 
juice, but you’ve probably never a 
seen cranberries growing in the ‘ 
wild. In the taiga, Cranberry 
shrubs provide a source of 
food for birds, rodents and 
other animals, who pick 

the berries to provide ra 
them with a tasty meal. 


You should be able to spot 12 
cranberries in the forest. 


The Siberian chipmunk is a type of ground 
squirrel. Its tail is not as bushy as its relative, 
the Red squirrel, and it has distinctive stripes 
down its back. It lives in an underground 
burrow which has separate chambers for 
sleeping and storing food. In the winter these 

food chambers are 
piled high with 
seeds, grains 
and nuts. 


At one time Sables were 
hunted so much for their 
beautiful, soft fur that 
they became quite rare. 
Nowadays however, 
these members of the 
weasel family are bred 
on special farms, and 
those in the wild are 
generally free to roam 
through the forest. 


The Hazel grouse is a common gamebird in 
the Russian taiga. It is also a popular source 
of food in the former Soviet Union and is 
widely hunted. During 
courting periods, 
hunters are able 
to attract male 
birds by blowing a 
whistle. The birds, 
thinking it is the call 
of a rival male, fly 

in to attack and make 
themselves easy 
targets for the hunters. 


Discovering Nature 


If | saw a big shaggy bear 
coming my way | think I’d head 
straight into a burrow - even 
Hurkel’s head wouldn't be safe 

enough for me! But everyone tells 
me they’re peaceful creatures really, so | 
suppose | should try the puzzle below and 
get to know the bear family better. 


BEAR SPOTTER 
Bears come in different colours, ‘ >. 
shapes and sizes from the big ic 
Brown bear to the tiny Sun bear. —~_> ~ 
Some have special markings. 
The Asiatic black bear, for 
example, has a white V shape on 
its chest and the Sloth bear has 
chest markings, too. Look at the 
names below and see if you can 
match them to the bears. 


4 
4 


Polar bear, 

Brown bear, 

Asiatic black bear, 
American black bear, 
Sloth bear, 
Spectacled bear, 
Sun bear. 
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DANCING BEARS 


Make these dancing paper bears and © 
decorate them to look like a family - 
perhaps even your own! 


You will need: 

long piece of thick white paper (you could u use 
back of some spa spare wallpaper), pencil, ruler, s sci: 
crayons cinta ) pens or coloured sticky paper to ot 
decorate el bears. 


3 Draw a bear shape on 
the front making sure the 
paws touch the edges of 
the paper as shown. 


q Cut a strip of 
paper 40cm wide and 
100cm long. Mark it 
into four 25cm-long 
sections. 


2 Fold the four 
sections backwards 
and forwards like a 
concertina. Lay it flat 
in front of you. 


y nt 
Why not give your bear family names aan a j 


up on the wall. a 


Wire 
BEAR STENCIL 


Use this simple card stencil to make 
bear pictures on all kinds of things. 
You can decorate gift tags, birthday 
cards or even design your own 
wrapping paper with it. 


~\ 


3 Put a little paint on the 
plate, making sure that it is 
not too runny. Dip the 
brush in the paint and then 
dab it gently on the paper 
towel to get rid of some of 
the extra paint. 


You will need: 

thick card (an old cereal packet will do), pencil, 
small scissors, masking tape, newspaper, old plate, 
paint, paintbrush with stiff bristles, scrap card or 
paper to practise stencilling, paper towel. 


2 Now practise using 
your stencil. Put some 
scrap paper or card on 

to newspaper and lay the 
stencil on top. Tape down 
the corners of the stencil 
to hold it in place. 


q Draw a simple bear 
shape on to a piece of 
card. Cut round it so 
that you are left with a 
bear-shaped hole. This 
is your stencil. 


layers. 
the folds where the bears’ 
arms join. 


lon't cut along 


$ Open out the 


strip of bears, draw in 
their faces and give them 
some Clothes. 


4 Paint inside the bear 
stencil, going carefully 
round the edges. When 
the paint is dry, remove 
the stencil. You should 
be left with a picture of 
a bear on your piece 

of paper. 


You can use your stencil 
over and over again to 
make wrapping paper. 


BEAR BADGE 


Make this little felt bear into a 
badge or stick it on to a hair slide. 


You will need: 

scrap paper, tracing paper, bits of felt, 
scrap card, felt-tip pens, pencil, glue, 
safety pin or 4cm hair slide. 


3 Glue the bear to a 
hairslide or get an adult to 
sew a Safety pin to the 
back of the bear to make 
a badge. 


@ Trace the little bear 
shown here on to paper 
and cut it out. Draw 
round it on to felt and 
then cut the felt shape 
out. Make a second felt 
shape in the same way. 
Then draw round the bear 
shape on a piece of card 
and cut that out, too. 


2 Glue the two 
felt shapes to 
either side of the 
card shape. 


4 Draw on the bear's face 
with felt-tip pens. If you like, 
glue on felt scraps to make 
clothes. You could add a 
T-shirt, buttons or a bow-tie. 


Make gift tags 
and birthday 
cards by folding 
pieces of card 
in half and 
stencilling on 
the front. 


To complete your gift 
tag, make a hole in the 
top left-hand corner 
through the folded card 
and attach a loop of 
string to it. 


Decorate dry siencil 
pictures with felt-tip 
pens. You could even 
stick some cotton wool 
or woolly fabric on the 
bear’s stomach to make 
some fur! 
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Puzzle it out BR” 


PLAYING WITH PIGLET 


FIND THE FIELDMICE 
ey \ Wav There are five tiny 
y H) ta fieldmice hiding from 
the piglet in the 

cornfield, Can you 
find them? 
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THROUGH THE CORNFIELD 

Weasel and Measly are at one end of the 
cornfield with the piglet at the other. Which 
path should they take to avoid him? 


Cleo and Fido loved playing with the piglet — he 
was such fun. He was always cheerful, even 
though he was an orphan. 

“You're our best playmate ever,” Cleo sighed 
happily, putting her arms as far as they would go 
around his neck 

The piglet was very good at playing games. 
They played hide and seek and he was easy to 
find. When they played chase, the piglet was 
surprisingly fast. But best of all was riding on the 
piglet’s back. 


“Watch out! Here we come!” roared Fido, but 
before you could say ‘Playful Piglet’, Weasel had 
been sent flying — and not for the first time either. 

As Weasel lay on the ground, she wailed, “I 
can’t take much more of this. That piglet is driving 
me mad. We have to get rid of him. Maybe we 
could just leave him somewhere.” 

That night as the piglet lay snoring, Weasel said to 
Measly, “Come on — now’s our chance.” 

Measly shook himself awake and then looked 
over to the piglet. “Oh no, we can’t!” he said. 
“Just look at him and the twins together.” 

The twins were sleeping, cuddled up to the 
piglet with such a look of contentment that it 
would have been cruel to distur them. 

There was nothing Weasel could do. She lay 
down again and sobbed in fury. 


PIGGY WORDS AND PHRASES 

Here are some words and phrases with the 
word ‘PIG’ in them. Can you link them to 
the drawing which shows what they mean? 


MAKE A PIG OF YOURSELF 


>> PIGSTY 
FR 
A 3 


PIGTAIL 
PIGGY BANK 
PIGGYBACK 


~ 


PIGLET TWINS 

Here are the piglet’s brothers and sisters. 
Although they look similar, only two of them 
have exactly the same markings. Can you see 
which piglets they are? 


r SS 
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PIGGY IN THE MIDDLE 
SOME PIGeY GAMES This is a well-known ball game. You can play it 


It’s a mystery why these outdoor games should with three or more people. Two people throw 
have the word ‘PIG’ in them — but as they do, a ball to each other, while one or more people 
now is the time to find out about them! stand in the middle and try and catch it. If one 


of the ‘piggies in the middle’ catches the ball, 
CL Ff dy 


she or he changes places with the person who 
a 
c 


threw the ball. 
PIGGYBACK RACES 
You need at least four people to join in 
the race and one person to start it. The 
more people who race, the more fun it is! 
Before you begin your race, mark the 
starting and the finishing line. Then the 
runners line up behind the starting line 
with someone riding piggyback on each 
one. The person starting the race shouts, 
“Ready! Steady! Go!” and off the runners 
go. The two who reach the finishing line 


MUMS AND DADS 

Here are some male animals. 
Can you match them up to their 
female partners listed below? 


SOW PEAHEN EWE DUCK 
BITCH NANNY GOAT VIXEN ” ‘ ; 
MARE QUEEN. Stallion 


Peacock 


i first are the winners. 
FIND THE ANSWER Q. Why did 
To find the answer to this joke, the piglet leave 
write down the first letter of each home? 


of the objects and rearrange them 
to form a word. 


A. Because his father was a 
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